GROTON-DUNSTABLE REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL
PRINCIPALOS NEWSLETTER
NOVEMBER 1, 2008

Dear Parents,

Greetings! The first quarterOs progress report went home with your child on Friday, Odtober 10
These reports have hopefully given you an indicatioyour childOs performance to date, and offered
helpful suggestions for improvement where it is needed. Please make note that first quarter report
cards will be mailed home on Monday, Novembeé?. 1RParent/Student conferences will be held on
Tuegay, December 2% and Thursday, December &'. A letter will be sent home shortly giving you
all of the detalils.

Thank you to all of the parents who were able to atten®tudent Shadow Dayon October 17.

The large turnout of parents truly reaffirms oulidfehat parents of this age group still want to stay
involved in their childOs education!

Thank you to all of the parent chaperones who helped us during our first KidsO Night Out on October
24" We had quite a few students who attended! The studadta great time and are looking
forward to our second one in April.

National Education Weektakes place during the week of Novembél.1Parents are cordially
invited to come in any day of this week to have lunch with their child(ren). More informwili be
sent home in your childOs Friday Folder.

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Best wishes for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Sincerely,

Steven M. Silverman
Principal

GROTON-DUNSTABLE REGIONAL SCHOOL DIS TRICT STATEMENT OF NON -DISCRIMINATION:

Itis the policy of the Grotounstable Regional School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, gender, disability, sexual
orientation, national origin or homelessness in its educatpograms, activities, or employment policies as required by Title IX of the 1972 Education
Amendments, Chapter 622 of the Acts of 1971, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Also, students will not be excluded for reasons of marriage or
pregnancy. Rguests for information about these laws and/or grievance procedures should be directed to Dr. Susan RYbel, Director of Curriculym and
Staff Development, GroteBunstable Regional School District, (978) 43%05.
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November 3
November 3
November 4
November 5
November 5
November 6
November 6
November 6
November 7
November 7

November 8

November 1614

Novemnber 11
November 12
November 12
November 14
November 14
November 14
November 17
November 17
November 19
November 25
November 25
November 26

November 26

November 2728

December 2

December 4

December &
December 9
December 9
December 12
December 17
December 281

Gr. 8 Field Trip to @ Burying Ground (Lapierre/Magliozzi/Rockwell/Mitchell Team)
Middle School Cross Country Voit Lassila Invitationd&itchburg, MA
Curriculum DaybNo School

Gr. 8 Field Trip to Old Burying Ground (Snodgrass/Dwyer/OOHigdeBburgh/Keohane Team)
Gr. 5 Field Trip to Nashua Fish Hatchery (Barton/Sawyer/Kilroy Team)
Gr. 5 Field Trip to Nashua Fish Hatchery (Polaski/Stone/Cragg Team)
Nashoba Technical High School Td8:15am- 1:00pmb Various Students
Turning Points 2000 Lectu27:00-8:00pm- GDRHS Black Box Theatre
End of £' Quarter

Willy Wonka Musicalb7:00pm- PAC

Willy Wonka Musicalb7:00pm- PAC

National Education Week

VeteransO D@&No School

Gr. 5 Field Trip to Nashua Fish Hatchery (Kieda/Klock/Cronin Team)
Middle School Sports Award82:45pmbMS North Cafeteria

Custodian Appreciation DayMake a card!

Grade 6Socialb2:30-4:00pmbMS South Gym / Library

Grade 7/8 Danc®7:00-:9:00pmbMS South Gym

Parent PresentatiorBullying/Cyber Bullyingb 7:00-8:00pmbMS South PAC
1% Quarter Report Cards Mailed

GDSTEM Meging B7:009:00pmbPMS North Room 201

School Council Meetin®4:00pmbMS North C/R

MSPTO Meeting®5:30pmbMS North C/R

Project Mitten Assembly

Thanksgiving Reced8! Day Dismissal 11:30am

Thanksgiving RecesBNo School

LOOKING AHEAD

Early Release Dak11:30am
Parent/Student Conferend242:003:00pm and 6:3®:00pm

Early Release Dak11:30am
Parent/Student Conferend242:003:00pm and 6:3®:00pm

Scoliosis Screening (All Grades)

School Council Meetin®4:00pmbMS North C/R
MSPTO Meeting®5:30pmbMS North C/R

Grade 7/8 Danc®7:00-:9:00pmbMS South Gym
GDSTEM Meetingd7:00-:9:00pmbMS North Roon01

Holiday Vacation
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NATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK

In celebration oNational Education Week(during the week of November i@ 14"), all GrotonDunstable

Regional Middle School parents are cordially invited to join their childfia@nunch. Parents are asked to

please sign in and get a visitorOs badge at the main office before reporting to the cafeteria. Student lunch times
are as follows:

Gr. 5 South 11:08€11:33 Gr. 7 North 11:04€11:29
Gr. 5 South 11:3®11:58 Gr. 7 North 1:33D11:58
Gr. 6 South 12:0912:27 Gr. 8 North 12:3P1:01

Gr. 6 South 12:3D12:56

Parents arevelcome anancouraged to buy a school lunch. For health reaswnask that if you do bring
food, youonly bring it for your own child.

SCHOOL COUNCIL

Please be advised that allf®ol Council meetings are opémthe public. Meetings are held in the MS North
Conference Room at 4 PM on the following dates:

November 25
December 9
January 13
February 10

March 10
April 7
May 19

Members:
StevenM. Silverman- Principal (Chair)
Mark Branco- Assistant Principal
Karen GartlandTeacher (CeChair)
Lisa OOConnellParent
Laura Yanchenke Parent
Sheila Donahue Parent
Scott PlausseParent
Joyce Bennett Teacher
Susan DaughertyTeacher
Sue Besslo - Teacher
Joe Twomey Community Member

MCAS UPDATE

MCAS scores from last May are in the process of being disseminated and analyzed. Any student who scored in
the warning category will be put on an ISSP (Individual Student Success Plan). Thdd&8ies the

studentOs weaknesses and outlines an action plan that his/her teachers will follow within their classroom. All
teachers are consistently practicing and implementing various types of MCAS practice questions-and open
response questions withiheir subject content area. The more our students are familiar with seeing these types
of questions, the better prepared they will be for the next MCAS test.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW PEER MEDIATORS

| am very pleased to inform ydbat we had a total of fiftgeven (57) students submit applications to be trained
as a Peer Mediator. Unfortunately, we only had twenty open slots (5 students from each grade level). These
students haveuccessfully completed a thrday intensive traiing program with two trainers from PAX

United, located in Richardspfiexas. These newly trained Peer Mediators will now be able to lead Peer
Mediation sessions with students who may need conflict resolution.

As you are aware, Peer Mediation is a neagpam we have brmht to the Middle SchoolStudents who are

trained as Peer Mediators learn how to help other students resolve conflicts in a peaceful manner. We are very
excited about the implementation as a means of offering students an appromiadéovesolving/addressing

conflicts.

Congratulations to the students who are now officially Peer Mediators!
Peer Mediation Coaches:

Ms. Cara Zwicker Grade 5 & 6 Guidance Counselor
Mrs. Betsy Sawyer Grade 5 Teacher

| would also like to thank allfdhe other students who sent in their applications to be trained as Peer Mediators.
Even though you were not selected, it is encouraging to know so many of our students want to make a positive
impact on our school and community. There may be other typptes for you to get training in the years to

come.
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GRADE-LEVEL SUPPORT TEAM REPORTS

I5TH GRADEI

Students have welstablished routines by now in fifth grade. They are quite adept at coordinating locker
breaks, switchinglasses and are working on organizing materials.

In Math classes, students are working to understand place value for large numbers. Specific skills include
rounding and estimating. In Language Arts, we are continuing to reirdoetegies of effectiveeadingand

are practicing those strategies with ffartion. Students are examining the elements of stories and will begin
literature circles in the second term. Some science classes are using microscopes for observation of
microorganisms, and otherasises are studying ecosystems and have been observing crickets, pillbugs, snails,
and guppies! Classes will attend a field trip to the Nashua Fish Hatchery as part of our "Adopt a Salmon"
project. Exploration is the theme for Social Studies through wdtioteents are learning map skills. As a
follow-up to our last unit on Government, students will vote in a mock election at the end of October and will
visit the Massachusetts State House in early December. Stay tuned!

IGTH GRADEI

In Social Studies, studés are preparing to leave the Stone Age and travel through time to the Fertile Crescent.
Classes will begin their study of the ancient river civilizations that lived between the Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers from ¢.35001200 BC/BCE. Ask your child if he ages with King HammurabiOs sptbclaimedtitle as

the OKing of Justice@Dto tell you the siry of Gilgamesh (one third matwo thirds god) and his quest for
immortality.

During the next few week$anguage Artglasses will be working on their unib diterary elements. Some
teams have completed a story wheel book project investigating a realistic fiction piece of their choice. In all
classes, Writing Workshop emphasis has been on descriptive writing and developing topics in a personal
narrative. Whe reading your childOs writingways renind them to write in specifics: for examptinOt talk
about thdreg, talk about theveeping willow donOt talk abototball, talk about specific football game

Math classes are developing a deep undedgigrof rational numbers. IBits and Pieces, Istudents learn the
meanings of fractions, decimals, and percents, and how to move among these three representations of rational
numbers. They are working on problems that reflect different contexts anderwating, comparing, and

ordering fractions and decimals. They work with linear models such as fraction strips, percent barsagrid
models, and number lines.

In science, classes are involved in several different areas of study, as the sixth gnadé¢ates through the
curriculum. Sixth graders eustudying the nature of mattstructure and function of plardsid animals, rocks
and mineralsand EarthOs history.

At the end of this month, sixth grade students will be preparing for Ostadénonferences. These

conferences will take place the first week in December. Each student will be asked to set meaningful and
realistic academic goals for the school year. Students will lead their own conference with parents &ued. a teac
This process hefpstudents develop ownershiptbéir learning. It also enables them to identify and advocate
for the education they need for personal success. Watch for conferggreegds forms coming home in Friday
folders.

November 1% will be the first gradeevd social of the school yearThis first social will featurd.J.Larry, the
Musical Dynamo In addition to music in the South gym, there will be a video shown on the South Library Obig
screen.GPermission slip will be sent home next week hdy should b handed in at the door on that Friday,
November 1%, along with a $5 admission fe@lease make it clear to your child that no child will be admitted
without a signed permission slip.
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GRADE-LEVEL SUPPORT TEAM REPORTS

|7TH GRADEI

Our 7" grade team haseen involved in many exciting activities this month. We have taken our interdisciplinary
field trips to both the Nashua/Squannacook Rivers and the YMCA ropes course. Information/data from these
trips was used to analyze scientific experiment results dhewuality of the water in these rivers, and create
imaginative/reflective writing piges. The team building and selvareness skills learned by the students will

stay with them this whole year. We would like to thank the parents/volunteers from llos®trips who

made these fun and educational experiences possible for our students.

In Science, students haveayzed data from the river tripvorking with microscopes, and getting ready to start
one of our biggest uts of the year, Human Biology.anguage Arts students have begun their explorations of
literary elements in both short stories and mysteries. They worked hard on creating/revising their imaginative
River Writings andsharing them with their classdbgy could either write a sensdpased poem on their
experience or describing on the river from a notuman point of view.Students in Social Studies have
finished their mapping skills review, and are nawarking with geographic termsQur next Social Studies unit
will be exploring Lain America If any parents who have traveled in this ameald be willing to share their
experiences visually with the classes, pleas@$ know. The Math programegploring math in real life
situations.In the unitVariables and Patternstudentdiave been identifying variables, graphing data, and
writing equations that describe the tadaship between the variable® the next unitAccentuate the Negative
they will be using a handsn approach to learning about positive and negative numbers.

lsTH GRADEI

Language Arts is transitioning from the internal world of-salfiareness to the external galaxy of science

fiction. In the coming weeks, students will be exploring what science fiction is by reading short stories from a
variety of authorgincluding Ray Bradbury); they will be practicing writing in a variety of genres in response to
those storiesStudents should cdinue to read outside of clagbgy are expected to complete a project related

to this reading (generally, a studestioserbook in a teachedirected genre) every six to eight weeks. Please
check out the eighth grade homework page for more specific assignments and due dates
(http://gdms8.wikispaces.cojnand please feel free tomtact your childOs Language Arts teacher with any
guestions or concerns.

In Science, wénave been studying geology including earthquakes and volcanoes. Students have completed an
ontline research assignment on Plate Tectonics. We are currently stgayitogjic time and will be making
our own geologic timelines.

Washington, D.C.

The planning pocess for this year's Graderiptto Washington D. C. is well under way. On October 31, any
students whose parents were not in attendance at the infornhatieetng on October 28th will be given a
registration packet to bring home with their Friday Folders. Parents are encouraged to take time to review the
whole registration packet. All registration materials and payments must be sent directly toTeapgalOnce

a child is registered for the trip, the child's family will be sent important paperwork from the school to provide

us with needed medical information, medical releases, and a behavior ¢ca#tnaet! as a form to be used by

those parents gyuardians who might be interested in volunteering as a chaperone. In order to be considered for
a position as a parent chaperone, you must have your child registered for the trip before January 1, 2009. If you
have any questions about the trip or thgigiation process, please feel welcome to contact the Trip

Coordinator, Mr. Snodgss, at the school at 446355.
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GRADE 7 & 8 DANCES

Students and families of students in grades 7 and 8 should save these dates that are set for regular DJ dances
duringour school year. These are the dates that we have booked so far and additional dates may be announced
We have booked dances with DJ Greg on November 14, January 23 and February 27. DJ Larry Falk joins us
again this year for dees on December 12 andakéh 27 Each dace will have music from our Ddnd soda

available at a low price as a fundraiser for the MSPTO. Dances start at 7:00pm and run until 9:00pm.
Reminder notices will go out. Permission slips will not be required. All dances have aB&rg6 per student

at the door. We will check in all students for attendance and safety purposes. Only students from our school in
grades 7 & 8 will be allowed. Absolutely no cellular phones turned on during a dancehaodll sdes and

school dresgodes apply at all times. Remember, if a fire alarm sounds during a dance, first evacuate out of the
building safely, then gather with the rest of the school by the American Flag in front of the South Building. If
you have any questionglease feel wetime to contact your Class Advisor. The Class Advisogfade 7 is

Ms. Schorn, andhe Class Advisor for grade 8 is Mr. Snodgrass.

FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE

Students planning to try out for a sports team must have-tmdagte physical on file for therét day of
participation. A physical may be done by your physician or at schodlis current for thirteen months from the
date done. School physicals will be done November 14, 2008. A permission form signed by the parent is
required for a school physitand is available from the nurse. The student will be given an appointment time
when the permission form is returned to the nurser@&yistration is mandatory. The cost of a school physical is
$5.00. Check with Mrs. Stidsen if you have any questiodg@know if you have a current physical on file.

| am starting early to alert parents to the immunization requirements for students efitepiaderin 20009.
There will be strict adherence to the Department of Public HealthOs requiremerascatalill be called to
pick up students on the first day of school if immunization records are not complete.

Regulations for Immunizations and Physicals
All incoming 7" grade students must have:

A tetanus booster Tdap (Preferred) or Td within the lastsyt® be admitted to théassroom
A physical exam by childOs physician done between 7/06/39/10

Most physicianOs offices will adhister immunizations as a wathild visit so that students will
meet the MDPH requirement and the physical candve s insurance permits.

Tracking and recording for all seventh grade students wigleting the everyday needs ieagthy process.
In that light,l ask that you start now to find out what your child needs and how your physicianOs office will
accommodee you.

Please note that the school nurse is only available at the Middle School during the school year.

MS North Kay Stidsen RN 948186155 X1800
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PRIVATE AND TECHNICAL SCHOOL APPLICATIONS
Requesting Reommendations and Transcripts
from Middle School Teachers and Staff

Private and Technical schools often require teacher and guidance counselor recommendations for prospective
students. Our school has created the following procedure to help simplify this process.

1. Make sure all offie correct forms are filled out with the studentOs information at the top. Parents are required
to sign a release of transcripts form before the school can mail anything out. Students should bring all of the
school forms to their guidance counselor oM. Mary Cain in the North office. Guidance counselors will

speak to the students about their applications either individually or within a small group. Parents should contact
the guidance counselor with any specific questions.

Ms. June Grove 8" grade
5" gradeb Kieda, Klock, Cronin

Mrs. Paige Leone 7" grade
5" gradeDBarton, Sawyer, Kilroy

Ms. Cara Zwicker 6" grade
5" gradeb Cragg, Polaski, Stone

2. Students should personally inform their teachers that they are applying t@bssthask if he/she would be
willing to complete a recommendation form. Be sure to provide the due date if it is not on the school form and
allow three weeks for the form to be completed.

3. Along with the recommendation forms, please provide stangir@ssed envelopes. The school office will
not provide envelopes or stamps.

4. It is thoughtful if students followp with a thank you to the teacher/counselor for taking time to write their
recommendation.

5. Students are encouraged to inform tlaeher/ounselor of the results when thiegtve selected a school.

STUDENT COUNCIL

The first meeting of the Student Council was held on Wednefztpber 22, from 2:30 to 4:00pm in the North
Library. We had 25 Student Council members present andhegete began the work of representing students

in our school. We agreed that our goals are to help make decisions that will improve our school, to give a voice
to students, to help make positive change, to make a better learning envircamdetot makeahool a more

enjoyable experience. Our next Student Council meeting will take place on November 12 frem:Q80n in

the North Library. At that meeting we will praoti our presentations for an-atthool assembly that will be
announced in NovembeiThere is room for additional student council members. If you are a student who is
interested in joining the Student Council, please contact the Student Council Advisor, Mr. Snadgeisa

contract.
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COMMUNITY CHILDRENOS FUND

The Community ChilienOs Fund is a gift fund established by the Town of GrotonOs Commissioners of the Trust
Funds in 1992. The original name of the fund was Town Hall Santa, but because the fund does so much more
than provide Groton and Dunstable families with food, holigiftg and other items related to the December
holidays, the Commissioners changed the name to the Community ChildrenOs Fund. For families wishing to
apply for assistance during the December holidays, applications are available from the nurse, ysur child®
Guidance Counselor or Karen Tuomi at ¥8-6787. All information is strictly confidential. All applications

or inquiries should be made by Decemb®fd assistance with this yearOs gifts. For families wishing to donate

to the fund, checks can beade out to the Community Children®s Fund and sent to 173 Main Street, Groton,

MA 01450.

MSPTO UPDATE

Many thanks tohtose parents who completed amht in volunteer forms and donations to the MSPP@ns
are underway for the installation of therieiss Room floor and wall plaqueBloor tiles should arrive in-3
weeks. Watch for updates on equipment and future fundraising efforts.

Thank you to the following volunteers for helping out with tifégrade pizza/movie night and th&/g" grade
dance: Becky Werner, Elena Lazarus, Anne Marie McDonough, Vicki Zimmon, Julie Marston, Lindy King,
Becky Greco, Kathy Doody, Lisa OONeill, Heidi Johnson, Donna Kenney, Lisa Hitsos, Karen Harte, Joan
Denaro, Mary Sheila Licquirish, Laurie Ovenden, JamiggKkLaurie Warren Kariger and Pam Smethurst.

The next ¥/8" grade dance is Novemba4 from 7:009:00pm.

The Middle School is a beneficiary of the Target Take Charge of Education Rewards Prbgramare a
Target Visa or redcard holder, you magsiynate the GDMS ateéftarget.com websiteClick on
OCommunityO.Qur school i.d.# is 126474Ne are continuing to collect ShawOs recegutplease send them
in with your children.

The next MSPTO meeting will be held on Tuesday, Nover@ben theNorth C/R All are welcome.
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SOUND EFFECTS FOR MOVIES

Gavin Paddock, University of Massachusetts at Lowell
Novemberl3, 2008 Middle School North Team Meeting Room, GrottvhA
Refreshments at 6:30pm,eRBentation 7:00:00pm

Sound effects in the recording studiange from simple echos to statkethe-art reverberation processors. They

can get quite complicated and require significant expertise to master. The importance of audio effects in music
is well known, but this technolggs equally important for film production. In this presentation we will use a
realworld example to show the need for these effects, and demonstrate a variety of audio recording and
processing techniques. The mathematics, physics, acoustics, and psysiica behind the technology will be
discussed along the way.

The talk is aimed at high school and advanced middle school students, and is free and open to the public. Gavir
will also mention career opportunities and career paths in his field, ardwiiebe time for open discussion.

Gavin Paddock is a graduate assistant in UMass Lowell's Sound Recording Technology program. His principle
areas of interest are music production and engineering, learning and helping others understand technology, in
hopes to improve art. When not in class or in the lab, Gavin is a freelance audio enginmaasigiah in the

greater Bostonraa.
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The GDSTEM_CORE mailing list is powered byJoft's renowned LISTSERV(R) timanagement software.
For more information, go to: http://www.lsoft.com/LISTSERWYwered.html

GROTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Looking for something to do on a ! day?

The Groton Public Library is the place to be! From 1 B30 PM on every Middle School ! da

the library hosts the Llama Lounge. Bring your friends to play Wii games, board games, do a craft, go
online on our laptops, enjoy some treats, listen to music, and get your homework done. Tinis drop
program is free and open to gradeB.5

ROCK BAND Game Day at the Library. Saturday Nov. 1, 122310 PM

Hot Books! Hot Chocolate! Enjoy lively talk and some yummy treats at this monthly book discussion
group for grades-8. Next meeting Thursday, Nov"67:30PM. We will be discussing Zazoo by
Richard Moser.

NEW! Book Kits in a Bag. Is your Young Adult book group looking for a title to discuss? The library
has the answer: 15 copies of a book, a discussion guide and more, all contained in a handy zippered
nylon bag ready to be borrowed for youogp. Come in to the library to pick your title.

Questions? Call the library at 94881167 or go online to gpl.org
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oo o THE GD SPEDPAC LECTURE SERIES: FREE AND OPEN TO THEPUBLIC - ALL ARE
SPEDPAC | WELCOME!

1 ﬁ E The GD SpedPAC offers a lecture and workshop sé¢hieughout the year to educate and support the

parents and staff in and around the communities of Groton and Dunstable. The lecture topics and
speakers are picked based upon the challeatjgsarents in the community face in raising their
www.gdspedpac.or children, notjust those with children with special needs. We encourage parents to watch for our
lecture announcements and feel free to attend any of our evEhe&sGrotonDunstableSpedPAC
Lecture Series is funded thigluthe generosity of a grant from the Grotamugt Fund

UPCOMING EVENTS IN NOVEMBER:

LECTURE: TURNING POINTS 2000DWhatOs in the Future at the Middle School?

Presenter: Steve Silverman, Principal of GrotonDunstable Regional Middle School

Who should attend?Parents & staff who want to learn moaéout this new school model being considered for GDRMS.
DATE: Thursday, November 6, 2008 TIME: 7:00 pmb8:00 pm

PLACE: Black Box Theatre at theGroton-Dunstable RegionalHigh School

You are cordially invited to attend an informational session tmlabout Turning PointsMr. Silverman will highlight
the pertinent aspects of Turning Points and discuss why he is exploring the adoption of this model for the Middle School.

Turning Points helps middle schools create challenging, caring and eqlétaibieg communities that meet the needs of
young adolescents as they reach the Oturning point® between childhood and ada#sabdn more than a decade of
research and experience, this comprehensive school reform model focuses on improving atadent Teirning Points
seeks to create higherforming schools through teacher collaboration and-lketad inquiry. Turning Points provides
member schools with intensive-gite coaching and professional development.

LECTURE: ESSENTIAL FACILI TATION OF IEP BCommunity Awareness Seminar

Presenter: Spectrum K12 School Solutions

Who should attend?Parents & staff who want to learn about a collaborative IEP Meeting Model the District is
exploring.

DATE: Thursday, November 13, 2008 TIME: 7:00 pmb9:00 pm

PLACE: Groton-Dunstable RegionalHigh School Library

The Essential Facilitation of IEP Community Awareness seminar provides a concise overview of the facilitation process
and techniques to provide all IEP meeting participants the knowledge and teolsute successful, collaborative IEP
meetings that ar focused on student outcomesThis seminar will help educate parents, administrators and the
community on the process and techniques of facilitation. Several members of the GDRSD Special Educatimeriep
attended a week long training course this summer and are in the process of planning for the future implementation of this
type of IEP meeting model in the District.

Spectrum K12 School Solutions provides training and consulting services for gukaiation and aisk population
administrators and educators as well as parents and the community.

NEXT BUSINESS MEETING: Wednesday, November 12, 2008; 1:18:45 PM**; Middle School North Library
Project Room. ** Note: Change in meeting timeAll meeings are open to the public.

For more information visit our websiteww.gdspedpac.org

Submitted by Melissa Sweeny, GD SpedPAC, President, msweeny@gdspedpac.org
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(Groton Dunstable ‘Gducation Poundation

& P.0. Box 322

Groton, MA 01450
www.gdefinc.org

NEWS FROM THE EDUCATION FOUNDATION
Fall Grants to be Announced Week of Decemistr 1
Auction Set for March 1€ Volunteers Needed

The Groton Dunstable Education Foundafidall mini -grant cycle just closed on November 1, and

the board is looking forward to announcing new grants during the first week of December. Check local
papersor our websiteww.gdefinc.org next month for news of the grants that will benefit your

school.

GDEF will also be kicking off itg" Annual Giving Campaign in early December with a mailing to

past donors and emt attendees and backpack flyers. Thanks to the generous donations from school
families and our communities, weOve been able to fund between $30,000 and $40,000 in grants to all
district schools each year. We hope youOll give what you can to hell msdenof the vital grant
requests we receive from teachers and staff each fall and spring, all aimed at enhancing the education
your children receive.

Be sure to save the date for the Ed FoundationOs big spring fundraRegdhdor the Stars

Benefit Auction, Saturday, March 14, 2009 at the Groton School. Committee chairs are in place
and getting started on plans, but weOre still in neeBusiaess Sponsor Chairperson

Responsibilities include developing a sponsorship plan and contactingssesingf youOd like more
information on that position or one of the other event committees, please contact event chair Cheryl
Smith atcsmith@gdefinc.orgr 9784480213.
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GDAY
A community that cares.

Volume2 Issue 2 November 2008
Did You Know...? FACT: Kids who eat four or information to strangers out
The GDAY Parent to Parent more family meals together in cyberspace.
Network is having our Fall weekly are 90% less likely to ~ If someone sends you an
book discussion on Thursday try risk behaviors like inappropriate or scary
November 8 at the GPL. smoking, drug use and message...tell a truste
Join us at 7pm in the underage drinking! grown-up right away.

Community Room for a
discussion on the book
Generation MySpace: How
to Help your Teen Survive ~ If someone writes
Online Adolescenceiy something about you that
Candice Kelsey. You do not From GDAY and the GPD upsets you, tell an adult.
have to have read the book to and DPD: ~ Do not set up fake

join in on this hot topic. As ~ Talk to your kid.s about identities on social
always, this event is free and internet safety networking sites...it could
open to the public! Bring a _ Establishulés for using mean troule! .
friend or meet some new the computer. ~ Keep computers in a

ﬂxv\ ~ Never agree to meet an-on
Vo line stranger in public,

private or in your home.

: .
gnes. inf tact A ~ Set parental controls to ﬁgwsrgonmr)ci?;n b”e}dtroeoms'

or more info contact Anne block inappropriate websites. ‘
at abratey @g-day.org. ~Computers and the web are

~ Tell children not to give

out personal or family great tools as long as you set

limits and have rules.

Building Family and Saving $$!

I Free Family Movie Night: Borrow videos/dvds from the library

I Go Retro and have a Potluck party with friends and family!

I Have soup as a starter for your meals...you can control portions and cut back on
higher priced menu items from your budget!

I Make your own 100 calorie packs for lunches...use wax paper bags and the
nutrition al info guides to measure quantities...you can save up to 70% off pre -
packaged food and reduce waste!

Want to learn more about GDAY?
Visit www.g-day.organd contact any Steering Committee member-tmagd! WeOd lovio tell you
about the great work we do! GDAY Leadership: Alice Anne Barbo, Anne Bradley, Ardie Henry, Penney
Hommeyer, Mary Gilbert Hall, Michelle Hutchins, Alice Lenhart, John Llodra, Julie Suthelkatt
Becky Werner

Volunteers needed for projectsyents and committees. Contact Alice Annebatrbo@e
day.org




200809 Team Parents

5" Grade

Cronin, Kieda, Klock Team Parents
Kim Duhamel

Jackie Estes

Elena Lazaris

Barton, Sawyer, Kilroy Team Parents
Debbie Bermudez

Mary Colantuoni

Helen Dzwonek

Cragg, Polaski, Stone Team Parents
Diana Mihok

Rosie Pellizzari

Carolyn Pisani

6" Grade

Johansen, Repaal, Weeks Team Parents
Kim Dahlberg

Leslie Elliot

Dawn Theberge

Glinka,Lane Team Parents
Caroline Henriques
Vacant

Arsenault,Dower Team Parents
Vacant
Vacant

Maher,Robinson Team Parents
Christine Heffernan
Julie Skowranek

7" Grade

Chadwick,Copland,Kramer,Schorn Team Parents
Lisa Hitsos

Laurie Ovenden

Janet Sheffield

Bradford, Entwistle,Maillet,Myette,Robinson Team Parents
Hyacinth Bellerose

Lyda Budrys

Bo Murphy

8" Grade

Blydenburgh,Dwyer, Keohare,0OHara,Snodgrass Team Parents

Ardie Henry
Jeanne Nimoller

LaPierre,Magliozzi,Mitchell,Rockwell Team Parents
Maureen Allen
Vacant
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