
 

 
 
 

GROTON-DUNSTABLE REGIONAL  
MIDDLE SCHOOL  

PRINCIPALÕS NEWSLETTER 
MARCH  2009 

 
 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
The following is a list of upcoming dates and events for the month of March.  Please call my office if you have 
any questions.  Communication and partnership between parents and our school is key to the success of our 
children. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Steven M. Silverman 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GROTON-DUNSTABLE REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT STATEMENT OF NON -DISCRIMINATION:   
 
It is the policy of the Groton-Dunstable Regional School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, gender, disability, sexual orientation, national 
origin or homelessness in its educational programs, activities, or employment policies as required by Title IX of the 1972 Education Amendments, Chapter 622 of the 
Acts of 1971, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Also, students will not be excluded for reasons of marriage or pregnancy. Requests for information about these 
laws and/or grievance procedures should be directed to Dr. Susan RŸbel, Director of Curriculum and Staff Development, Groton-Dunstable Regional School District, 
(978) 448-5505. 
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CALENDAR  

 
March 3 Washington, D.C. Parent Information Meeting Ð 6:00-7:00 PM Ð MSS PAC 

March 3 SpedPAC Lecture: A Primer on the Assessments of Learning Differences Ð Understanding  
 Tests & Assessments Ð 7:00 PM Ð MSN PIT 

March 5-6 Gr. 5 & 6 Seussical the Musical Jr. Ð 7:00 PM Ð MSS Performing Arts Center 

March 9-12 Grade 5 Growth and Development Program 

March 11 School Council Meeting Ð 4:00 PM Ð MSN Conference Room 

March 11 MSPTO Meeting Ð 5:30 PM Ð MSN Conference Room  

March 11 SpedPAC Business Meeting Ð 1:15-2:45 PM Ð Prescott  

March 13 GDEA Variety Show Ð 7:00 PM Ð MSS PAC 

March 17 Curriculum ! D ay Ð Early Release Day Ð 11:30 AM 

March 18 GDSTEM Meeting Ð 7:00 PM Ð MSN Room 201 

March 19 Placement Exam for Greater Lowell Vocation Students Ð Various Students 

March 19 Groton-Dunstable Regional High School Open House Ð 6:30 PM  

March 20 3rd Quarter Midterm Progress Reports 

March 20 Grades 5, 6 and 7 Handicap Awareness Assembly 

March 20 Grade 6 Social Ð 2:30-4:00 PM Ð MSS Cafeteria 

March 21 Destination Imagination Competitions Ð Ayer High School Ð Good Luck!! 

March 23-24 Scoliosis Screening Ð All Grades 

March 23 PrincipalÕs Coffee Ð 9:00 AM Ð MSN Cafeteria 

March 27 Grade 7 & 8 Dance Ð 7:00-9:00 PM Ð MSN Gym 

LOOKING AHEAD  
 

April 3 Grade 5&6 KidsÕ Night Out Ð 7:00-9:00 PM Ð MS North 

April 8 SpedPAC Parent Coffee Ð 9:00-10:00 AM Ð MSN Conference Room 

April 8 School Council Meeting Ð 4:00 PM Ð MSN Conference Room 

April 8 MSPTO Meeting Ð 5:30 PM Ð MSN Conference Room  

April 10 Good Friday Ð School in Session Ð Full Day 

April 13 PrincipalÕs Coffee Ð 9:00-10:00 AM Ð MSN Cafeteria   

April 13-16 Spring Book Fair 

April 15 GDSTEM Meeting Ð 7:00 PM Ð MSN Room 201 

April 17 End of 3rd Quarter 

April 20-24 Spring Vacation 

April 30 3rd Quarter Report Cards Mailed 
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MCAS TESTING SCHEDULE  

 
March 30    Grades 5 & 6  Session 1 of ELA Reading Comprehension Test 

March 31    Grade 7 ELA Composition Test 

April 1    Grades 5 & 6  Session 2 of ELA Reading Comprehension Test  

April 2    Grades 5 & 6  Session 3 of ELA Reading Comprehension Test 

April 3    Make-Up Tests Ð Grades 5 & 6 

April 6    Grades 7 & 8  Session 1 of ELA Reading Comprehension Test 

April 7    Grade 7 Make-Up Composition Test 

April 8   Grades 7 & 8  Session 2 of ELA Reading Comprehension Test 

April 9     Grades 7 & 8  Session 3 of ELA Reading Comprehension Test 

April 13     Make-Up Tests Ð Grades 7 & 8 

 
 

REVISED DATES FOR GRADING PERIODS  
(Due to Snow Days) 

 
Third Quarter Midterm Progress Report: Friday, March 20 

Third Quarter Grades close: Friday, April 17 
Third Quarter Report Cards mailed: Thursday, April 30 

Fourth Quarter Midterm Progress Report: Friday, May 22 
Last Day of School (with no more snow days): Thursday, June 25th  

 
 

DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH  
 

In celebration of Disability Awareness Month, I am very pleased to inform you that students from The Carroll School will 
be performing their musical production of ÒBreaking ThroughÓ at our middle school on Friday, March 20th. 
 
ÒBreaking ThroughÓ is an original production performed by Carroll Middle School students.  The musical provides 
information about dyslexia from a kidÕs point of view, while spinning a tale about a young girl living with this learning 
disability.  ÒBreaking ThroughÓ has inspired, entertained, informed, and charmed teachers and students in several area 
schools, receiving excellent reviews.  The Carroll School is dedicated to meeting the educational needs of children 
diagnosed with language-based learning disabilities, such as dyslexia, and to supporting the constituencies that serve 
them. 
 
All teachers will receive study guides to go over with their students before the assembly.  The study guide will give 
students some background information about the play. 
 
If time permits, the cast will conduct a question and answer session after the show, sharing more about their learning 
challenges and triumphs and offering practical advice. 
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MCAS ELA READING  COMPREHENSION TESTS (GRADES 5-8) 
ELA COMPOSITION TEST (GRADE 7)  

 
You will find the testing days/dates for this yearÕs ELA MCAS Test in the above calendar.  Parents are asked to make 
every effort to have their child in school on these days, and on time.  If a student is absent for two (2) or more days, a 
doctorÕs note will be required upon his/her return.   
 
Parents are asked NOT to make any appointments for students (during school hours) during the MCAS testing period.  If 
a student is dismissed during a test session he/she will not be able to have additional time to finish it (exception: being 
dismissed due to illness).  We thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
 

SAVE THE DATE!!  
 
Grade 4 parents and students are cordially invited to attend the Grade 5 Middle School Orientation Meeting on 
 Monday, April 6 th from 7:00 Ð 8:00 PM in the PAC. 
 
Pertinent information will be covered for both parents and students. 
 
A formal invitation (with the specific program) will be sent home with 4th grade students at the end of March. 
 

GOOD LUCK TO OUR STUDENTS WHO ARE PARTICIPATING IN THE  
DESTINATION IMAGINATION TOURNAMENT ON MARCH 21 ST! 

 

 
 
I am very pleased to inform you that approximately 40 of our middle school students will be participating in the  
2009 Destination Imagination Tournaments at Ayer High School on Saturday, March 21st. 
 
Destination ImagiNation, Inc. is a non-profit organization offering a global, youth-centered, creative problem-solving 
program. Destination ImagiNation emphasizes creativity, problem-solving and teamwork. DI Challenges have open-ended 
answers, empowering participants to create solutions that are imaginative, original, divergent and ingenious! Students 
work together in teams to tackle these challenges under the direction of a team coach. 
 
I would like to give special thanks to Mrs. Kim Duhamel who coordinated this entire program. Her countless hours of 
dedication and hard work were instrumental to the success of this program! 
 
I would also like to give kudos to all of our volunteer coaches and appraisers: 
 

Team Coaches     Team Appraisers 
Mrs. Chris Olson    Ms. Erin Keaney 
Mrs. Diane Gould    Mr. Steve Keaney    
Mr. Chris Menard    Mrs. Britta Roper 
Mrs. Christie Bliss    Mrs. Kristine Larkin 
Mr. John Thorburn    Dr. James Vian 
Mr. Shuangxi Pei    Mr. John Cain 
Mrs. Karen Reardon    Mr. Derek Espinola 

 
GOOD LUCK GROTON -DUNSTABLE MIDDLE SCHOOL!  
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FROM THE HEATH OFFICE  
 
Students planning to try out for a sports team must have an up-to-date physical on file for the first day of participation. A 
physical may be done by your physician or at school, and is current for thirteen months from the date done. School 
physicals will be done on March 6, 2009. A permission form signed by the parent is required for a school physical and is 
available from the nurse. The student will be given an appointment time when the permission form is returned to the 
nurse. Pre-registration is mandatory. The cost of a school physical is $5.00. Check with Mrs. Stidsen if you have any 
questions and to know if you have a current physical on file. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL SPRING FASHION SHOW  
 

Featuring formal wear and spring casual wear from top designers!  Friday, March 20th, from 7:00-9:00 PM at the Groton-
Dunstable Regional High School.  Come watch the high school students shine and see what you have to look forward to 
when you become part of our wonderful High School.  Dancing, teacher MCs, music, consignment prom gowns, raffle 
prizes, refreshments and tons of fun!  Tickets at the door: $5.00 students, $8.00 adults.  All proceeds go to the grand finale 
after-hours prom event.  To volunteer contact Dyan Sierra at:  dsgrandfinale@gmail.com. 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL / SCHOOL STORE  
 
At our meeting on February 11, the Student Council decided to move forward with our plans to host a second annual 
Student Rock-Band Concert.  Details about the date, time and location of the event will be made public as our planning 
process continues.  If you know of any bands made up of members who are students at GDMS, be sure to let them know 
to keep an eye out for how and when they can apply for a spot to play at this Student Council-sponsored event.  The 
Student Council has also been engaged in discussions about issues of importance to students at our school.  If you are a 
student and there are things that you would like the Student Council to do for this school, please speak with a Student 
Council member before our next meeting on March 11. 
 
With much gratitude to the parent volunteers who make this possible, the Student Council is proud to announce the re-
opening of the GDMS School Store!  Our School Store is open during lunches on Tuesdays and Thursdays in each 
building.  During the next few weeks, the School Store will sell its current stock from previously purchased inventory.  
We will order new items and replacement items at our next organizing meeting on March 9.  If there is a product that you 
want us to stock, please speak to a Student Council member before our next meeting.  We view spending decisions as 
real-life learning opportunities.  We encourage you to talk with your child regarding what they choose to purchase.  
Explain the boundaries that you expect them to observe around both the amount of money that they spend and the kinds of 
things that they choose to buy.  The School Store is offering a wide variety of inexpensive items such as pencils, pens, 
erasers, highlighters, key chains, notebooks, binders, pencil cases, and note pads.  We will sell school supplies and 
accessories and we may carry GDMS school logo items such as t-shirts in the future.  The Student Council has recently 
taken on the work of operating the School Store.  If you have any questions about the Student Council or the School Store, 
please contact the Student Council Advisor, Mr. Snodgrass. 
 

UPCOMING DANCE FOR GRADES 7 AND 8 
 
This is a reminder for families of students in Grades 7 & 8.  The next dance for Grades 7 & 8 is set for Friday, March 27!  
Please note the location change, as this dance will be held in the North Gym instead of the South Gym.  The dance will 
start at 7:00pm and run until 9:00pm.  Permission slips will not be required, although attendance will be taken at the door 
for accountability purposes in the event of an emergency.  Only students from our school in grades 7 & 8 are allowed to 
attend.  There will be a $5.00 charge per student at the door.   All school rules apply at all times during our dances.  These 
rules include our school dress code as well as the restriction that no cellular phones may be used at any time during the 
dance.  Inappropriate dancing is prohibited.  Please contact your class advisor with any questions.  For students in grade 7, 
your Class Advisor is Mrs. Schorn.  The Class Advisor for eighth grade students is Mr. Snodgrass. 
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WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP PARENT INFORMATION  
 
If your child is registered for our 8th Grade trip to Washington D. C., please set aside Tuesday, March 3 and Thursday, 
May 14 for mandatory parent information meetings from 6:00-7:00 PM in the Performing Arts Center.  On Tuesday, 
March 3 we will provide a full explanation of the roommate selection process for your child including hotel, bus and 
chaperone assignments.  We will also cover important information about meeting your child's medical needs.  On 
Thursday, May 14 we will have our final parent information meeting.  With the trip departing just 12 days later, the topics 
discussed at this meeting will be of great importance for your child's successful participation in this school trip. 
 
The registration process for the annual trip to Washington D. C. is complete.  If you were not able to register your child 
you should know that a number of learning activities are currently being planned for the students who do not go on the 
trip.  You can expect to hear soon about what is being planned.  For those students who do not go on the trip, attendance 
during those days is required in the same way that attendance is required every day of the school year.  Unless there is 
proper medical documentation, absences during the week of May 26 to May 29 will be considered unexcused absences. 
 

WASHINGTON D. C. ROOMMATE SELECTION PROCESS 
 
During the first week of March, we will be sending home notices to families whose children are participating in the trip to 
Washington and also require additional medical forms or behavior contracts.  Please complete this paperwork in a timely 
manner and return it to the school as soon as possible.  Students whose medical forms and behavior contracts are not 
completed and returned to the school will not be allowed to secure roommate, hotel and bus assignments until this 
documentation is complete.  While this may prove difficult for us as we assign rooms, the importance of this 
documentation is critical.  We cannot bring students on this kind of trip without clear, written instructions from parents 
about how to proceed if a need for medical care should arise.  Information about the roommate selection process will be 
explained to parents at our meeting on Tuesday, March 3, from 6:00 to 7:00 PM in the Performing Arts Center. 
 
 
 
 

 
5th and 6th Grade 
proudly presents 

Seussical the Musical Jr. 
March 6th and 7th at 7:00 pm 

Groton-Dunstable Performing Arts Center 
Tickets are $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children 

Senior Citizens are our guests 
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GRADE-LEVEL SUPPORT TEAM REPORTS 
 

5TH GRADE  

 
Fifth grade students have made a successful transition back from vacation and are busy practicing many new skills.  In 
Language Arts, students have received their third quarter reading requirements, which were sent home before vacation.  
They are also continuing to work on grammar and are learning about poetry.  Some Science classes are finishing a unit on 
matter and will soon be learning about animal behavior.  Others are already researching biomes and learning about 
adaptations used by animals and plants in order to survive under specific conditions.  Every class also visited Beaver 
Brook in Hollis, N.H. to see how our winter climate requires unique adaptations.  The salmon eggs, which we are tending 
as part of the Adopt-a-Salmon Program, have reached the alevin (sac fry) stage.  In Math, students are practicing 
multiplication skills, including finding area of rectangles and triangles.  They have learned a variety of strategies in order 
to better understand the meaning of multiplication.  Social Studies classes have wrapped up their studies of New Spain 
and New France, and are now studying the thirteen original English colonies.   
 
Looking ahead, students can plan on attending a cake walk and ice cream social next month.  Stay tuned! 
 

6TH GRADE  

 
Sixth grade students have returned after February break ready to get back to the business of school.  Filled with tales of 
sun and snow, it did not take long for everyone to get back into normal routines. 
 
Social Studies classes are traveling along the Nile to explore the ancient cultures of Egypt and Nubia.  Sixth graders are 
fascinated by these civilizations which spanned more than 3000 years.  They are learning why Egypt has been called "the 
gift of the Nile.Ó  The process of mummification, the Egyptian Book of the Dead, the Rosetta Stone, and Hatshepsut are 
just some of the topics that are being looked at in classrooms.   
 
Historians do not always agree on why the magnificent civilization of Nubia has remained in the shadow of ancient Egypt.  
In 1960, archaelogists from all over the world were invited to excavate in this region before building of the high dam at 
Aswan.  The Egyptian and Sudanese governments allowed these archaeologists to take home half of what they uncovered.   
 
The overarching goal of the Covering and Surrounding unit in Math is to help students build a deep understanding of two 
kinds of measurements: perimeter and area.  The students will develop strategies for measuring perimeter and area of both 
rectangular and nonrectangular shapes, to include triangles, parallelograms, and circles. 
 
In Language Arts, some classes will be focusing on reading of nonfiction using common textual and graphic features of 
the genre.  In these classes students will bring nonfiction to the next level by writing summaries to show they can identify 
and analyze main ideas, as well as supporting ideas and details.  Other classes will be writing picture books to illustrate 
their mastery of literary elements within a short story.  Looking forward to MCAS, there will also be some time spent on 
answering open-response questions and other test-taking techniques. 
 
In Science, there are teams working on the Earth's structure, describing the layers of the Earth; on classifying organisms 
into currently recognized kingdoms, and on differentiating between potential and kinetic energy. 
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7TH GRADE  

 
 
As we begin the second and last half of the school year, weÕd like to take this opportunity to ask your help in encouraging 
your student to take more personal responsibility for their school day. 
 
Homework completion is important for students.  This serves the purpose of providing practice for skills taught in class or 
to refine works in progress or to learn facts and information necessary to class.  Each student has an agenda book where 
homework assignments are recorded; an entry should appear, a line should not be left blank.   Teachers also list 
homework on their boards, and leave them up for the entire week.  Please spot check your student; ask to see their agenda 
book for that day.  Have your child explain what his/her assignments were.  How is it connected to his/her class?   
 
Absences can create problems with homework completion, and classroom quizzes and tests as well.  The flu/colds have 
surely had an impact in many classes, in spite of weekly antibacterial washing of desks.  It is the studentÕs responsibility  
to find out what work was missed, what happened in class, and complete the work in a timely manner. 
 
If a child does not have homework, encourage them to have a book they are reading.  WeÕd like our students to read for 
half an hour every day.   Please be sure they have the supplies they need for school: pencils, pens, notebooks, a willing 
attitude, etc.   
 
Some of the events still in our schedule are: 
 

Guest speaker Ð Hutch Brown Ð World kayaker/adventurer 
Field trip to Halibut Point in Rockport 
Poetry Trail 

 
WeÕd like to thank you for your participation in this matter.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 
 
 

8TH GRADE  

 
Students in Science are learning about chemical reactions.  They are applying that knowledge as they explore how 
chemicals react and are used in medicines and herbal remedies through their unit projects.  Students have picked a 
medicine, plant or herbal remedy to research and will be presenting their findings to the class.  Students will also be 
looking at the relationship between photosynthesis and cellular respiration. 
 
In Math 8, we have begun a new unit titled "Say it With Symbols" and are now developing our understanding and skill in 
using symbolic expressions and equations in Algebra. Before vacation we learned that symbolic expressions can be 
written to describe a relationship or pattern, that different expressions can describe the same relationship or pattern and 
that we could test if they were equivalent expressions by comparing their graphs or tables of values, testing two points (if 
the expressions were linear, because two points define a line), or by applying properties such as the Distributive or 
Commutative Properties to see if we could get from the form of one expression to the form of the other.  Now we will 
begin to combine and simplify expressions before using all of this to solve equations and inequalities. 
 
In English Language Arts, we have had a busy time trying to get in a high school placement essay while so many of your 
children were out sick. We/they managed, and soon they will be meeting with the high school principal and high school 
guidance department to better understand the leveling system the high school uses to place the students. If you have 
questions, please contact the high school guidance department. 
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We are in varied places in regard to the ELA curriculum: completing Flowers for Algernon, research on World War II, 
and The Dairy of Anne Frank. This work is continuing following our return from the February break. Your son/daughter is 
working on the basics of researching, reliability of sources, primary vs. secondary, media sources, as well as the genre of 
drama and comparing/contrasting that to a film.  They continue with spelling, vocabulary, and grammar work in the 
context of their reading and writing. 
 
United States History classes in grade 8 will be examining the political and social changes taking place in a period known 
as the Age of Jackson.  In what ways did Andrew Jackson build upon the legacy of Thomas Jefferson?  How was 
Jefferson's ideology of a simple, rural America led by the educated few challenged, changed, or rejected outright in 
Jacksonian Democracy?  As we study this time period, we will encounter women with very little political power taking 
control of their lives in both factories and families.  We will also find the limits of the ability of written ideas to protect 
liberty as Jackson's role in the Indian Removal is examined as well. 
 

GDSTEM ANNOUNCEMENT  
 

Electric Motors in Advanced Robotics 
Christopher Bussiere, iRobot Corporation 

26 March 2009, Middle School North Team Meeting Room, Groton MA 
Refreshments at 6:30pm, Presentation 7:00-9:00pm 

 
How is the future of the United States Army being shaped?  Increasingly by electric motors and the efficient power they 
provide. 
 
One of the major goals of the US ArmyÕs Future Combat Systems program is to move humans out of harmÕs way by 
increasing their use of unmanned systems.  Originally, the National Defense Authorization Act of 2001 had set the goal 
that by 2015 at least one third of the ArmyÕs ground vehicles be unmanned.  Although this goal is ambitious, the Army is 
forging ahead with every type of robotic system imaginable.  In order to accomplish this goal, the Army is increasingly 
turning to the use of electric motors to assist in the propulsion of planes, ground vehicles, and submersibles as well as for 
movement of their control surfaces, sensors, and other systems. 
 
Electric motors are able to achieve energy transfer efficiencies (from electrical to mechanical) of over 90%.  When 
compared to the meager 20-30% of even the BEST gasoline engines, they are the clear choice when maximum efficiency 
over a given terrain is required. 
 
This presentation will outline how electric motors work, how they are designed, and how they are being applied to the 
iRobot future Combat Systems S.U.G.V. (Small Unmanned Ground Vehicle).  This system will be on display, and will be 
demonstrated. 
 
Chris will also describe career paths in his field, and there will be ample time for open discussion. 
 
Chris Bussiere has worked for Draper Labs, joined iRobot in 2001, and received his BS in Electromechanical Engineering 
from Wentworth Institute of Technology in 2004.  He is currently working on future combat systems, particularly on the 
Small Unmanned Ground Vehicle (SUGV) project. 
 

LOOK WHATÕS HAPPENING AT THE GROTON PUBLIC LIBRARY  
 

TUESDAY MARCH 17, 11:30 AM -3:00 PM  LLAMA LOUNGE  Stop by the Library on the ! Day.  Bring your lunch 
and join your friends to play Wii games,  board games, do a craft, go online on our laptops, enjoy some treats, listen to 
music, and get your homework done.  This drop-in program is free and open to grades 5-8.   
 
THURSDAY MARCH 5,  7:30-8:30 PM  GrotonREADS 2009 The Middle School Book Discussion Group will read 
chapters 16 and 17 of Barbara KingsolverÕs (Animal, Vegetable Miracle: A Year of Food Life). All are welcome to enjoy a 
snack and talk about food! 
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THURSDAY MARCH 19, 7:00-8:00 PM GRAPHIC NOVELIST GARETH HINDS  talks about how he illustrates 
classics such as Beowulf and the Merchant of Venice to create great graphic novels.  
 
TUESDAY MARCH 24, 7:00-8:00 PM ANIME & MANGA CLUB  for Grades 6 & up. Fans of Anime & Manga are 
getting together to talk about their favorites, draw, play games and watch anime.  Refreshments will be served.  Please 
register online @ gpl.org or phone 978-448-1167. 
 
Questions? Call the library at 978-448-1167 or go online to gpl.org 
 

GDRSD PARTICIPATES IN GrotonREADS 2009 
 

GrotonREADS is a community-wide program (now in its fifth year) sponsored by the Groton Public Library Endowment 
Trust and hosted by the Groton Public Library.  People of all ages are encouraged to join in by reading the selected book, 
or, for young children, by reading a book that is a good companion for the selected book.  
 
The book selected for GrotonREADS 2009 is Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life by Barbara Kingsolver. In 
this humorous memoir, Kingsolver chronicles the year she and her family ate only locally produced food, much of which 
they grew or raised themselves. 
 
Animal, Vegetable, Miracle is a perfect fit for the Groton-Dunstable community, since so many members of our district 
are linked to farming and locally produced food. Many partner events have been planned with community groups like 
Groton Local, Groton Grange, The Williams Barn Committee, Groton Agricultural Commission, Groton Garden Club, 
local farmers and more. The GDRSD is participating in various ways: in early March, the elementary schools will be 
reading Weslandia, by Paul Fleishman, which is an excellent companion piece to the self-reliance theme in Animal, 
Vegetable, Miracle; on March 19th, Maria Barker, the Director of Food Services, will be participating in a panel called Ò3 
Schools, 3 Chefs,Ó which will discuss the Farm to School program; the middle school is hoping to invite author Loree 
Griffin Burns, author of Tracking Trash to speak; and at Florence Roche, a school garden is being planned and designed.  
 
One goal of GrotonREADS! is to make us all consider important issues KingsolverÕs book raises, and which our students 
will also do well to ruminate upon. How much do our students really know about where their food comes from?  HereÕs 
an opportunity to find out Ð go to the library website: www.gpl.org to see the schedule of events, including an Animal 
Vegetable tour of local farms, a Chicken Chat at the library, a teen/parent cooking class, book discussions at the library, 
and the Eat Local Expo on April 5th, which will showcase the many tastes and local products in our immediate area.  
 
Kim Cochrane 
 
 

ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB PHONATHON TO BEGIN MARCH 10 th 
 
The Groton-Dunstable Athletic Booster Club will begin its 2009 Phonathon on Tuesday evening, March 10th.  The 
Phonathon, the major fundraiser of the year for the Booster Club, will run for three weeks, with calls being made by our 
student-athletes each week, Monday through Thursday evenings, ending on Thursday, March 26th.  All high school varsity 
athletic teams and their coaches will participate in this fundraising event on assigned evenings.  The student-athletes will 
be placing calls to residents in both the Groton and Dunstable communities from either of two Groton locations, ERA 
Home and Family Real Estate or Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  Calling times will be from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 
Money raised each year from the Phonathon provides scholarships to senior student-athletes as well as funding for use by 
the Athletic Dept. over and above its allocated yearly budget.  The Booster Club supports both Middle School and High 
School athletes and encourages all coaches to submit requests for support of their teams.  
 
The Groton-Dunstable Athletic Booster Club appreciates your continued support of our student-athletes!   
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PARENT ROUNDTABLES   

Last year the GD SpedPAC approached the individual school principals with the idea of holding Parent 
Roundtables that would allow parents of children with special needs an opportunity to bring up issues and express 
concerns in a more intimate, open discussion format.  Florence Roche and the Middle School began holding them 
last year, with Swallow Union and the High School joining in this year.  With principals, assistant principals and 

team chairs in attendance, parents are able to speak directly with those people who can respond to questions and concerns and initiate 
action when needed.  This year the GD SpedPAC has introduced discussion topics for the Roundtables.  All parents in the community 
are welcome to attend.  Below is a listing of the upcoming Parent Roundtables in the District: 

 PARENT ROUNDTABLE S   

SWALLOW UNION  Ð  Discussion Topic: ÒReading ApproachesÓ 

DATE:  Wednesday, March 11, 2009 TIME:  9:15 Ð 10:30 am 

The GD SpedPAC, Pete Myerson, Swallow Union Principal, and Doris Sirois, Team Chair, are hosting a Parent Roundtable.  We 
invite Swallow Union parents to attend an open discussion group about the reading strategies currently being used in the classroom, 
and, the intervention strategies being used to support struggling readers both in the classroom and in pull-out sessions. We 
encourage parents to come with their questions on this topic, and others, and share their concerns.  Refreshments will be served. 

HIGH SCHOOL  Ð  Discussion Topic: To Be Determined 

DATE:  Thursday, March 12, 2009 TIME:  7:00 Ð 9:00pm 
PLACE:  Groton-Dunstable Regional High School Library    
The GD SpedPAC, Shelly Marcus Cohen, High School Principal, and Lisa Hunt, Team Chair, are hosting a Parent Roundtable.  We 
invite High School parents of students with special support needs to attend an open discussion group. We encourage parents to come 
with questions and share their concerns.   

FLORENCE ROCHE Ð  Discussion Topic: ÒTransitionsÓ 

DATE:  Wednesday, March 25, 2009 TIME:  9:30 Ð 10:45 am 
PLACE:  Florence Roche Elementary School Cafeteria    
The GD SpedPAC, Ruthann Goguen, Principal, Debra Diggins, Assistant Principal, and Nyola Vaillancourt, Team Chair, are 
hosting a Parent Roundtable.  We invite parents of current and soon-to-be Florence Roche students with special support needs to 
attend an open discussion group to learn more about transition meetings and what to expect when students move from preschool to 
elementary school and from elementary school to middle school.  This Parent Roundtable will be particularly important to parents 
of students who are currently on an IEP or a 504 Plan.  Refreshments will be served. 

Lectures are free and open to all!  
LECTURE: A Primer on the Assessment of Learning Differences Ð Understanding Tests & Assessments 

Presenter: Joan Axelrod, M.Ed. 
DATE:  Tuesday, March 3, 2009 TIME:  7:00 Ð 9:00 pm    
PLACE:  Middle School North ÒPITÓ Room (follow signs) 

Who should attend? Parents, staff & community members who want to understand what tests & assessments mean. 

This presentation will review the kinds of tests commonly used for the assessment of learning differences, how test scores are 
interpreted, and how testing can (and cannot) inform instruction.  Joan Axelrod is a psychoeducational diagnostician in private 
practice in Lexington, MA. She conducts assessments and consults with local school systems about assessment and programming 
for students with special learning needs. 

NEXT BUSINESS MEETING: Daytime Meeting, Wednesday March 11, 2009; 1:15 Ð 2:45 PM; **  NEW Parent Resource 
Center at Prescott School.   All meetings are open to the public. 

For more information visit our website, www.gdspedpac.org. 
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                       Groton Dunstable Alliance for Y outh News Update  
                            Volume 1    Issue 3   March 2009 
 
 
Did you know....? 
It is time for our Annual March Un-Madness Calendar.  Use this helpful resource to reconnect with family and friends, 
establish new family traditions and adopt healthier habits!  CanÕt find time in March...no sweat...just print off the calendar 
and save for another month when your family needs to regroup and reconnect.  Visit www.g-day.org for your 
downloadable color copy. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Many parents, students and local groups have approached GDAY about starting a Healthy Lifestyles Outdoors 
initiative.  Groton and Dunstable are fortunate to have many groups and resources dedicated to enjoying the great 
outdoors.  If you are interested in developing this initiative or have events, activities or resources GDAY can 
promote, kindly contact John Llodra at jllodra@g-day.org .  
 
The Groton Dunstable Alliance for Youth (GDAY) is pleased to announce, with generous support from the Groton 
Dunstable Regional School District, Dr. Alan Genovese, GD SpedPAC and the many dedicated GDAY volunteers, we 
have moved our resources and materials to the Parent Resource Center in the Prescott Building. 
Students, parents, faculty members and townspeople from Groton and Dunstable are welcome to stop by the GDAY annex 
of the Parent Resource Center to obtain or borrow books, posters, brochures and pamphlets on a wide variety of physical, 
behavioral and emotional health issues.  Check out details on upcoming GDAY events, programs and parenting tips on the 
huge Community Bulletin Board outside the resource room! To schedule an appointment to review materials, research 
topics or learn more about GDAY, please contact Alice Anne Barbo at abarbo@g-day.org, or visit our website at www.g-
day.org. 
 
Our Next GDAY Steering Committee Meeting is March 4, 2009 from 7-8:30pm in the GDRMS North Library.   
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Building Family and Saving $$!  
 

!  During chores, have someone read aloud a favorite book.   Take turns and soon e veryone will look 
forward to chore time.  

!  Spread out a blanket or tablecloth and eat dinner in the middle of the living room floor.   Enjoy close 
conversations and laughter.  

!  Volunteer in your childÕs classroom or chaperone a field trip.  
!  Write a love note to  your child highlighting some of their best assets and put it in their lunch box  or bag.  

 
From the GPD and DPD:  
It is never too early to start talking to high school students about enjoying their prom and graduation seasons safely.  Start 
talking now about expectations, rules and strategies for handling all sorts of situations. 
 
In 2008 YRBS data, we know that 48.3% of High School Seniors have attended a party held in a home in our district 
where alcohol was allowed and or served to teens.  Parents!  Hosting parties at which you serve alcohol to teens is 
illegal.  You may think you are controlling the situation but alcohol and under-aged drinkers are just a bad idea. Taking 
keys from kids only prevents one type of risky behavior. Do you want some other parent telling your child that it is okay 
to drink?  Who will face the consequences of alcohol use and abuse and what will those consequences be? 
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Groton Dunstable Alliance for Youth 
PARENT-TO-PARENT NETWORK  

P.O. Box 328 
Groton, MA  01450 

 

 

MARCH UNMADNESS! 
 

What is the Groton Dunstable Alliance for Youth? 
The Groton Dunstable Alliance for Youth, or GDAY, is a group of community representatives that work collaboratively 
to support our communitiesÕ youth.  We are parents, youth, local government, police, school representatives, school 
committee, clergy, local media, and counselors.  
 

What is our mission? 
The Groton Dunstable Alliance for Youth (GDAY) is a non-profit independent coalition of parents, teachers, students, and 
community partners. We are committed to promoting safe, healthy and respectful decisions in order to reduce high-risk 
behavior by the youth of Groton and Dunstable.  We believe that by creating community partnerships and programs we 
can significantly increase healthy decisions by youth and the associated positive outcomes.  Through these efforts we will 
address the diverse needs of all youth and reinforce their value to our communities 
.  
 
What is MARCH UNMADNESS? 
The Groton Dunstable Alliance for Youth bases its varied programs and activities on the concept of Positive Youth 
Development (PYD).  PYD is based on the Search InstituteÕs forty experiences and qualities called the Developmental Assets 
( www.search-institute.org/assets ).  Many of the 40 Developmental Assets pertain to connection, support and time spent at 
home with family and in the community.  These assets, in turn, empower children, enabling them to become more resilient 
individuals.  In an ongoing effort, GDAY is providing our revised month-long MARCH UNMADNESS campaign in Groton and 
Dunstable.  The goal of the campaign is to encourage busy families to pause and focus on being together, enjoying each 
otherÕs company, and reconnecting.  It is designed to raise awareness of how busy our lives have become and to recognize the 
value of spending time as a family. 
 
For more information about MARCH UNMADNESS and other GDAY programs, visit our website at  www.G-DAY.org. 
 
Please go to our website WWW.G-DAY.ORG for a free downloadable color copy of the calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


